Dear Harold, 


December 20, 1977 


Thanks for all the stuff you've been sending. (Your mailings of 11/18, 
11/23, 11/26, 12/10, 12/14, and 12/15.) 

I noticed that the Washington Post's coverage was better than most, and 
I wondered who Lardner had been talking to (or whether he had figured out the 
Pedro Charles story by himself.) I'm glad you got through to him. 

Thanks for the copy of your 11/25 to Emory Brown. I hadn't known that he 
was still active at all. (I'm writing him about CIA Item #1129-425, which 
indicates that the CIA did a bit of a background check on him when he asked 
permission to see some classified documents.) The matter of Oswald at Keesler 
Air Force Base is not familiar to me, and I can't recall who might have worked 
on it. 


Re the HSC interim report being delayed or cancelled: on 12/6, Stokes put 
into the Congressional Record some library of Congress issue briefs (which 
cited t. your work, and mine; someone sent me a reprint). It may be that Stokes 
did this because he had promised something and the report had been set aside. 

(I'm just guessing.) 

Thanks for the FBI documents you sent. The A.I.B. people are sending me 
most of what they are copying, with their limited resources. Enclosed is my 
list of the first 51 items, and notes on the first 9. Let me know if you want 
any of these from me. Jim Kostman h told me that he will try to get in touch 
with you rather soon. 

Yhkk The 4/15 memo you sent on Humes' version of the single bullet theory 
is interesting indeed. I think the most striking item along these lines is one 
the AIB just sent me — serial 62—109060—2480, a memo of 2/26/64 from Griffith to 
Conrad (drafted by Shaneyfelt) . He said that the films were reviewed with the WC 
staff ' in an effort to pinpoint as nearly as possible the exact location of the 
President's car at the time of each of the shots and to establish, if possible, 
the time intervals between the shots. It is not clear wax what purpose this will 
serve in The Commission's investigation of the assassination but since the 
Commission has requested Bureau assistance in the_ film review we are cooperating." 
Is it possible that Shaneyfelt didn't understand the 18-frame-per-second corjtraint 
on the time between shots? Or what did he mean?? 

I think your points in the Frederick Post piece were very well taken. 

The second Jack Anderson column on Army Intelligence certainly was a 
disappointment. It would be nice if you could get Lardner or someone interested 
in the real story. Enclosed, by the way, is my letter of 12/1 to the Army, and 
their XHjscsxt: non— responsive reply of 12/15. Either they didn't understand my 
letter, or didn't have anything they could say. (Much of their 12/15 letter 
is a repeat of their earlier one, which you have, I think.) 

The story you heard about the Air Force alert at McDill seems to be related 
to the enclosed memo (released in 1973 as M.R. 1— F) . It's very provocative 
indeed, especially paragraphs 8 and 9. (I suspect that the use of "Harvey Lee" 
in paragraph 8, and occasionally elsewhere, might eventually turn out to be a 
useful clue - someone may have had a file in that name.)— I know that Peter Scott 
has written about this memo, and the possible significance of the alert (in an 
unpublished manuscript of his) , and it may have been published somewhere (quite 
possibly Anson s book) , so the person who mentioned it on the San Antonio radio 
station may have read about it. 

In general, I'm pleased to have you give my name to reporters. I've talked 
to several. I talked with Lardner a bit bus some time back, but not on this stuff. 
One story we might give him is more on Olney, Warren's first choice for Rankin's 
job. (Hoover called him "horrible.") Olney is yHH out here, and I'm going to 
try to contact him myself. 

I agree that most of what the FBI has on the critics shouldn't be released. 
But I would like to know how much they had on our work on the assassination, who 
they gave it to, etc. I haven't gotten anything from my files yet. 

Best wishes for the new year. 




PLH 



